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State Senator

Serving the 45th Senatorial District

Fighting to Reopen the Economy While Keeping Health and Safety a Top Priority
Summer 2020

Dear Neighbor,

As we confront many new challenges, my staff and I have been working hard to serve our region.
From applying for closure waivers to allow businesses to reopen, cutting through red tape
for unemployment benefits, directing people to food resources, or providing a variety of
other state services, we have reached out and helped thousands of families during this crisis.
A top priority is to assist small businesses. In fact, several elements of a wide-ranging economic
stimulus plan that I proposed in March – which included extra help for workers and direct
bridge grant assistance to business – have been included in critical state and federal legislation.
To that end, we connected small businesses with the federal Paycheck Protection Program and
added $225 million for small businesses to recoup losses from COVID-19.
As always, aid for first responders has been a focus of legislative activity. We passed SB 1110 to
ensure that first responders are notified when they are responding to a call involving a COVID-19
patient. In addition, the COVID-19 Crisis Fire Department and Emergency Medical Services
Grant Program has been created to assist companies who have experienced increased
costs for services and reduced fundraising opportunities during the public health crisis.
From promoting legislation and policies that improve the quality of life for families by prioritizing
education, healthcare, public safety, and workforce development, I continue to work on a bipartisan
basis to help Pennsylvanians.
We came together to adopt an emergency budget with no tax increases.
It is my privilege to work for our district and with local elected officials and community stakeholders
on issues important to small businesses, teachers, veterans, and seniors. I look forward to
continuing to make our region an even better place to work, do business, and raise families.
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Military Support

Brewster Fights for
Families/Small
Businesses During
Pandemic, Introduces
Six-Point Recovery Plan,
March 2020
“The priority is to protect the health
and safety of our citizens and do what
is necessary to stop the coronavirus,
while also planning for a meaningful
recovery to lift families and to protect
small businesses. Pushing federal
stimulus funds out now and not taxing
them later is the correct approach to
aiding families and businesses dealing
with the pandemic.” — Sen. Brewster

Brewster’s Six-Point Plan to Fill in
Gaps in Federal Stimulus: (COVID-19
Health & Business Recovery Plan)
Unemployment Compensation (UC)
Booster: Augment and supplement
federal efforts to help the unemployed.

Sen. Brewster held a virtual townhall to discuss the
grant process with small businesses in the district.

Sen. Brewster has connected businesses in the
45th District to resources to keep their operations
running, including the Paycheck Protection Program,
Economic Injury Disaster Loans, Express Bridge
Loans, and Debt Relief programs, allowing them
to support their families and the economy.
Senator Brewster successfully fought for an
additional $225 million in the budget for grants
for small businesses to recoup losses as a
result of COVID-19.

Special Tax Provisions: Expand
the net loss carryforward program to
cover taxes and help reduce future
pandemic-related tax liabilities.
Accelerate Infrastructure
Improvement Projects: Push state
funds out now and open financial levers
to fund water, sewer, transportation and
community improvement projects.
Pandemic Recovery Czar:
Coordinate the response and the
distribution of funding specifically
related to the pandemic through a single
contact point in state government.

Along with vital local
veteran organizations, the
CARES Act is offering
assistance that our veterans
can benefit from.
To learn more visit my
website at
senatorbrewster.com/military

For more information on small business
assistance, click on “business tool kit” at
senatorbrewster.com

Bridge Grants: Provide short-term
bridge grants to cover near-term expenses
and provide additional assistance to
qualifying small businesses in the form of
zero-interest or very low-interest loans.
Expand Bonding Capacity: Expand
or repurpose Pennsylvania’s bonding
capacity with new financing through
either the Commonwealth Financing
Authority or other bonding authority with
funds immediately available for grants.
Sweep unencumbered General Fund
and special fund accounts to finance
recovery efforts.

VFW Post 8430 — East McKeesport

Small Business Assistance

Mail-In Voting
Apply online at
votesPA.com
or contact my
office for an application.

Property Tax/
Rent Rebate Program
In February 2020, Senator Brewster
received the first-ever “Defender of
Hunting Award” from the National Rifle
Association of America.

Application Deadline
Extended until
December 31, 2020.

Survey: Should Recreational Marijuana Be Legalized?
Sen. Brewster introduced SB 527 which proposed a ballot question so all
citizens can have input on whether recreational marijuana should be legalized. If
recreational marijuana ultimately is legalized, Sen. Brewster proposes the
revenue be used for mental health funding and to address the addiction illness
by creating additional treatment facilities.
Marijuana legalization would produce an estimated $580 million.
Visit senatorbrewster.com/survey and take a brief survey letting the
Senator know your thoughts.

Brewster Continues to Work Across the Aisle for Results
“Working across the aisle has resulted in significant action for prime legislation,
completion of projects and support of key initiatives” — Sen. Brewster

Emergency Services
Bipartisanship on Police Reform
SB 459: Provides for the retention
and reporting of data regarding the
use of force and deadly force by law
enforcement officers. The information
compiled is to be shared with the
Municipal Police Officers’ Education
and Training Commission.
SB 1205: Amended to require all law
enforcement to adopt use of force
policies, including the banning of
choke holds.
“As Democratic Chair of the Senate Law
and Justice Committee, I am proud of the
collaborative effort of all stakeholders
involved in advancing these bills and
keeping dialogue open.” — Sen. Brewster

Brewster Supports Bill Requiring
First Responders be Notified About
Local COVID-19 Cases
“The men and women who respond
to emergencies must have all
available information about those in
distress,” Brewster said. “We need to
help those seeking assistance — and
protect frontline workers when they
are on a call. The bill would mandate
that the secretary of health or a local
health official notify local 911 call
centers, law enforcement, fire
personnel, emergency medical
services and others within 24-hours of
receiving information about a
confirmed case of a communicable

Easing Student Debt
Pennsylvanians carry $68
billion in student debt. The
average debt per borrower is the
second-highest in the country, and
the sizable monthly repayments
make it difficult for many to
establish financial security. SB
400 would allow borrowers to
refinance high-interest student
loan debt, incentivize
employers to help
pay down employees’
debt, and guarantee
that students receive
more information
regarding loan
repayment costs when
applying for loans.

disease during a health emergency. It
also would require healthcare
providers and nursing home
administrators to report cases of
communicable diseases during health
emergencies
to local health
board or state
Department of
Health. The
local agencies
that received
the notification
would be
required to
keep the
information
confidential.

Modernizing Fishing License
Regulations

Sen. Brewster is the
Democratic Chair of Senate
Game and Fisheries
Committee.

SB 1074 would delete the phrase “written in ink” so
that anglers can use his or her mobile device to show
their licenses.
“We have made some excellent changes in laws and
regulations to help sportsmen and women in the last
several years,” Brewster said. “Making it easier for those
who have a fishing license to comply with the law and
new regulations is another step in the right direction.”

Flexibility in Teacher Certifications During Pandemic
SB 1216 will allow the Department of Education to issue temporary
certifications for teachers who completed all teacher prep and other requirements,
except the final assessment. The bill will also allow exceptional case permits, other
temporary certificates, and waivers for one year.

Brewster’s Bill Would Exempt Federal Stimulus Payments from
State/Local Taxation
“We need to ensure that working families have resources to bridge financial gaps as we promote a
swift economic recovery from the pandemic. People who received federal stimulus payments should
not have an added tax liability during this difficult time.” — Sen. Brewster

Working Together In The 45th
Groundbreaking of the new home of UPMC’s St. Margaret’s Health
Center in New Kensington.

Sen. Brewster attended
Burrell High School
Graduation.
I am proud of all of
the school districts
for their creative
ideas to make sure
graduation is special
for our 2020
graduates!

Sen. Brewster
and the Easter
Bunny traveled
the district
during Easter
Weekend,
stopping in
every community
and making the
kids smile!

“Cutting the Leash” at West Mifflin’s new dog park.

Distributing lunches
with school
leadership in
Duquesne and
Clairton. To learn
more about food
resources in the
district visit:
senatorbrewster.com
/foodassistance

Hometown Pizza Party in McKeesport
where residents were welcomed by local
police officers and public officials.

Attending Memorial Day
ceremonies with local veterans
and the community in East
Vandergrift.

Photo
courtesy of
PAART

Passing out free dog food to dog
owners with the Pittsburgh Aviation
Animal Rescue Team at the
Allegheny County Airport.

Touring Turtle Creek Elementary
STEAM Academy in early March.

Millions in Grants Awarded Throughout the District
“I continue to fight for funding to ensure our communities, our schools, our businesses, our
environment, our places of worship, all succeed and remain safe.” — Sen. Brewster

Synagogue Security
Grant Awarded
The Gemilias Chesed Synagogue
in White Oak has been awarded a
$20,800 state grant to bolster security
at the facility through the Non-Profit
Security Grant Program. “These
grants will be an invaluable tool to aid
local churches, synagogues and other
non-profit facilities.” Brewster said.

Strong collaboration has
brought funding for various
projects to all of the district’s
38 communities.
“Accessing state funds for key
projects returns state tax dollars to
communities and helps shift the tax
burden for financing local projects
off the backs of already-stressed
taxpayers.” — Sen. Brewster

PA Smart Grants —
Enhance Education and
Training for Workers
Hospitality and Retail
Partnership ꟷ $45,000
Westmoreland-Fayette
Logistics and Transportation
Industry Partnerships ꟷ $45,000
Southwest Corner Building
and Construction Industry
Partnership ꟷ $250,000
Transportation and Logistics
Industry Partnership ꟷ $250,000
Pennsylvania Steel Alliance
ꟷ $145,000 Healthcare
Industry Partnership ꟷ $45,000
Financial Services Industry
Partnership ꟷ $250,000
Construction Industry
Partnership ꟷ $250,000

School Health and Safety Funding
“As a member of the School Safety and Security Committee, a former educator
and working closely with my 18 school districts, I know how important it is to
help speed the distribution of funds to address health, safety and pandemic
related expenses. These dollars will go as grants to schools to assist with
addressing these immediate needs.” — Sen. Brewster
ALLEGHENYALLEGHENY
COUNTY COUNTY
Baldwin-Whitehall School District
Brentwood Borough School District
Clairton City School District
Duquesne City School District
East Allegheny School District
Elizabeth Forward School District
Gateway School District
McKeesport Area School District
Plum Borough School District
South Allegheny School District
West Jefferson Hills School District
West Mifflin Area School District
Woodland Hills School District
WESTMORELAND
COUNTY COUNTY
WESTMORELAND
Burrell School District
Kiski Area School District
Leechburg Area Schhol District
New Kensington-Arnold School District
Penn-Trafford School District

$550,960
$223,981
$563,425
$566,075
$1,018,533
$283,248
$630,703
$1,936,316
$298,579
$835,156
$131,968
$611,338
$1,579,532
$197,427
$647,894
$172,088
$1,213,515
$303,579

In addition, the school safety committee approved Brewster’s request to create a subcommittee to explore the development of universal baseline safety and security standards.

Sen. Brewster Continues Fight for
Fire, Rescue and EMS Companies
Sen. Brewster introduced
legislation that would establish
a grant to be used by fire,
rescue, and EMS companies
to supplement operational
expenses incurred by the lack
of opportunities for fund
raising and inability to create
revenue due to compliance
with measures to prevent the
Kinloch Fireman’s Club Lenten Fish Fry-Lower Burrell
spread of COVID-19.
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Offices to Serve You
DISTRICT OFFICES
MONROEVILLE OFFICE
One Monroeville Center • 3824 Northern Pike • Suite 1015 • Monroeville, PA 15146
(412) 380-2242 • Fax: (412) 380-2249
McKEESPORT OFFICE
201 Lysle Blvd. • Suite 100 • McKeesport, PA 15132
(412) 664-5200 • Fax: (412) 664-5202
NEW KENSINGTON OFFICE
New Kensington City Hall • 301 11th Street • Suite L • New Kensington, PA 15068
(724) 334-1143 • Fax: (724) 334-1152
HARRISBURG OFFICE
Senate Box 203045 • Harrisburg, PA 17120-3045
(717) 787-5580 • Fax: (717) 772-3588

SATELLITE OFFICES (Stay Tuned for Reopening Dates)
ALLEGHENY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Every Monday and Tuesday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
BALDWIN BOROUGH PUBLIC LIBRARY
2nd Thursday of Every Month • 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
BRENTWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY
3rd Thursday of Every Month • 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
ELIZABETH TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING
2nd Tuesday of Every Month • 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FORWARD TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING
2nd Tuesday of Every Month • 9:00 a.m. – Noon
LOWER BURRELL CITY HALL
2nd Tuesday of Every Month • 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
MONROEVILLE SENIOR CENTER
2nd Thursday of Every Month • 10:00 a.m. − 2:00 p.m.
NORTH BRADDOCK MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Every Monday • 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
NORTH VERSAILLES TOWNSHIP BUILDING
Every Wednesday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
PLUM BOROUGH COMMUNITY LIBRARY
4th Thursday of Every Month • 10:00 a.m. − 2:00 p.m.
TURTLE CREEK BOROUGH BUILDING
Every Tuesday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
TURTLE CREEK HUMAN SERVICES CENTER CORP.
1st Thursday of Every Month • 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
VANDERGRIFT MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Every Wednesday & Thursday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
WEST MIFFLIN BOROUGH BUILDING
1st & 2nd Tuesday of Every Month • 10:00 a.m. − 2:00 p.m.
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