
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Since taking office, Senator Brewster has 
co-sponsored over 3,000 pieces of legislation.

Serving the 45th Senatorial District

State Senator JIM
BREWSTERBREWSTER

Legislative Priorities:
ı Legislative Reform: Eliminate COLAs, 
     Ban All Gifts

ı Tax Reform

ı Fighting for Firefighters, 
     First Responders

ı Sunday Hunting

ı Securing Our Schools

ı Supporting Veterans

ı Recreational Marijuana 
     Referendum

ı New Drug Protection Recovery 
     Enforcement Actions

ı Fighting Blight: Establish County 
     Demolition and Rehabilitation Fund

ı Modernizing & Securing Democracy

ı Protecting Our Pets

ı Flood and Landslide Relief

 



� SB 643 – Eliminates annual 
  COLAs.

� SB 644 – Ends per diems. 
  Expenses must be properly 
  submitted and documented.

� SB 645 – Ends leasing of 
  vehicles to members of the 
  state legislature.

� SB 646 – Gift ban. No 
  member may accept or 
  solicit a gift or any item of 
  monetary value.

Legislative
Reform

Tax Reform 
– SB 973

SENATOR BREW   

Sen. Brewster is committed to
keeping government honest and
efficient.

Fighting for Firefighters, 
First Responders
    Our firefighters and first responders face challenges, 
including a drop in the number of volunteers and the high 
cost of apparatus and training. Sen. Brewster 
co-sponsored a resolution – Senate Resolution 6 – which
established a commission that held extensive hearings on helping
firefighters and first responders. The result was a comprehensive report
detailing a plan of action to recruit and retain firefighters and first
responders while bolstering services. 

Sen. Brewster proposed
legislation to reduce property
taxes by 25 percent 
for seniors aged 
75 years or 
older who 
have lived 
in their 
house for at
least 10 years.

We can create a working relationship that 
benefits the children, teachers, families, traditional public 
schools, and charter schools while protecting taxpayers. 

– Sen. Jim Brewster

Charter School Reforms – SB 497 

Package of Reforms
Financial  � Accountability   � Administrative

� Require charter schools to gain the approval of the 
  host school board for the financing of new charter 
  school construction greater than $1 million;

� Require charter schools to include a 
  detailed financial impact statement as  
  part of a charter school application;

� Prohibit lease payments to charter school 
  board members; 

� Waive the requirement that charter school 
  students be bussed by a school district, 
  if the host district does not transport its own students;

� Ban the use of taxpayer dollars in charter school advertising;

� As a part of the application process, require charter schools to get
  approval from multiple school districts if their students are drawn 
  from outside the host district.

� Require charter schools to report quarterly – and in person – to 
  the host school district.



School Safety Remains 
a Top Priority

Families and teachers can be assured that the necessary funds will be available 
so that children can learn in a safe environment. – Sen. Jim Brewster

 WSTER – LEGISLATI  

     Legislation proposed by Sen.
Brewster would require the state
School Safety and Security
Committee to establish baseline
safety standards for schools. School
districts would be able to access
funding in three broad areas:
physical safety, mental health,
and environmental protection.
No local taxes will be needed to fund
the program. The funding for schools
so they can meet the baseline
standard will be paid from the School
Safety and Security Grant Program.
Audits will be required to ensure
that school entities are making
progress on reaching baseline.

Bill Signing Ceremony

   
 

� Expanding the Property Tax 
  Exemption Program for Disabled 
  Veterans. SB 92 would provide an
  exemption on a disabled veteran’s 
  real estate taxes based on the rating 
  given to them by the VA. For example,
  if the VA considers a veteran to be 
  50 percent disabled, the veteran will 
  get a 50 percent reduction on their 
  property tax obligation.

� Another measure to aid veterans is
  the Homeless Veterans Initiative – 
  SB 561. The legislation would 
  provide housing assistance grants 
  to help homeless or imminently 
  homeless veterans access housing.

Receiving the Government Award from
the American Institute of Architects during
Architects Day in Harrisburg. Serving as a
member of the School Safety & Security
Committee has allowed Sen. Brewster  to
push for statewide safety baselines for our
students. This award is given in recognition
of significant support for architecture.

Government Award

Supporting
Veterans

Bipartisan Work: Landmark Legislation Signed Into Law

Sen. Brewster has secured $120 million dollars over 
the last two years for school safety.

Sunday Hunting

As an active sportsman I support Sunday hunting, but I also recognize that some have 
concerns. We worked with farmers, outdoor enthusiasts and others to address issues 

during the crafting of this new law.  This new law was the result of bipartisan work 
and includes key input from a wide range of groups.  – Sen. Jim Brewster

Veterans Breakfast

� One day during rifle deer season.

� One day during statewide 
  archery deer season.

� One day determined by the PA 
  Game Commission.

� Enforcement of law against 
  trespassing on private 
  property without permission.



Drug Prevention Recovery 
Enforcement Act

  IVE PRIORITIES

     Legislation has been proposed (SB 506) to expand recovery
options for those struggling with opioid addiction. Under the
legislation, any person charged with a minor, non-violent crime, and
who has been treated by first responders for opioid abuse, can receive
12 months of mandatory commitment to a treatment facility instead of
jail incarceration.
     SB 507 seeks to limit the availability of opioids by prohibiting
prescriptions of more than 100 milligrams each day, building on
guidelines established by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the state medical board.
     While preventing opioid abuse is the goal, there also has to be
tough penalties for those preying on victims. The package of opioid-

related bills includes SB
508 which would
restore strict sentences
for drug dealers and
stiffens penalties for
possession of large
quantities of drugs.

Recreational
Marijuana
Legalization? 
Let the People
Decide – SB 527

     SB 438, would give counties
an option to establish a demolition
and rehabilitation fund for blighted
property. This bill would allow local
governing bodies to impose a $250
fee for the sale of any property
being sold for tax liens. Funds
generated by the fee will be
available to pay for the demolition
and rehabilitation of blighted
properties.

Run-down, unoccupied buildings
hinder local communities as 

they strive to rehabilitate and 
attract new opportunities.
– Sen. Jim Brewster

Put the issue of legalizing marijuana
on the ballot. A referendum would
give voters the chance to express

their opinion on recreational
marijuana legalization. If passed, 

we must ensure the funds 
generated are put to good use. 

– Sen. Jim Brewster

Pennsylvanians die each day from opioid 
and heroin abuse. Lives are being destroyed

and families broken. Strong partnerships 
and enforcement are key to saving lives.

– Sen. Jim Brewster

     Legislation introduced by
Sen. Brewster proposes a vote so
that all citizens can have input on
whether recreational marijuana
should be legalized. If
recreational marijuana ultimately
is legalized, Sen. Brewster
proposes that the revenue will be
used for mental health funding
and to address the addiction
illness by creating additional
treatment facilities.
     Marijuana legalization would
produce an estimated $580 million.

County 
Demolition and
Rehabilitation
Fund to Fight
Blight 



For more information, contact Senator Brewster’s office at 412-664-5200.

• Hear a presentation from the PA Attorney General’s office
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SENIOR SCAM
PREVENTION SESSION

February 25, 2020 • 10 a.m.
Alle-Kiski Valley Center for Active Adults 
1039 3rd Ave., New Kensington

February 26, 2020 • 11 a.m.
Turtle Creek Senior Center
519 Penn Ave., Turtle Creek

March 23, 2020 • 10:30 a.m.
Baldwin Library
5230 Wolfe Dr., Pittsburgh

presents
Senator JIM BREWSTER

Protecting
Our Pets

� Pennsylvania Animal 
  Abuser Registration Act
  – SB 213
  The PA State Police will post 
  a publicly accessible list on 
  its website of any person 
  convicted of an animal abuse
  offense.

� Victoria’s Law – Promotes 
  Animal Welfare and 
  Adoption – SB 44
  The bill would cut off the 
  puppy mill-to-pet store 
  supply chain. This would 
  help shift the pet market 
  towards humane sources, 
  including shelters and 
  rescues that are burdened 
  with finding families for 
  homeless pets, thousands of 
  whom are euthanized each 
  year. Responsible breeders 
  will continue to provide 
  Pennsylvanians with healthy, 
  socialized animals.

� Civil Liability Immunity 
  for Rendering Aid to a 
  Police Animal – SB 477 
  The legislation would  
  provide civil liability  
  immunity for the voluntary 
  practice of emergency care 
  for police animals injured in 
  the line of duty.

This legislation would establish the Pennsylvania
     Landslide Insurance and Assistance Program
to help residents with the damage and   

destruction to homes in western Pennsylvania.

Flood and Landslide 
Relief – SB 386 

Modernizing & Securing Democracy
– 2020 Election Reform

No-Excuse 
Mail-In Voting
New option to vote
by mail without
providing an excuse

Extended Deadline
Submit mail-in or
absentee ballot by 
8 p.m. on Election Day

Permanent Mail-In
Ballot List
Receive applications for
mail-in or absentee
ballots for all elections

Effective for the April 2020 Primary Election

For more info or to 
register to vote, visit

www.VotesPA.com

More Time To
Register

Deadline to register to
vote is now 15 days
before an election

Extended Voting
Period

Request a mail-in or
absentee ballot up to 50
days before an election
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DISTRICT OFFICES
MONROEVILLE OFFICE
One Monroeville Center • 3824 Northern Pike • Suite 1015 • Monroeville, PA 15146
(412) 380-2242 • Fax: (412) 380-2249
McKEESPORT OFFICE
201 Lysle Blvd. • Suite 100 • McKeesport, PA 15132
(412) 664-5200 • Fax: (412) 664-5202
NEW KENSINGTON OFFICE
New Kensington City Hall • 301 11th Street • Suite L • New Kensington, PA 15068
(724) 334-1143 • Fax: (724) 334-1152
HARRISBURG OFFICE
Senate Box 203045 • Harrisburg, PA 17120-3045
(717) 787-5580 • Fax: (717) 772-3588

SATELLITE OFFICES
ALLEGHENY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Every Monday and Tuesday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
BALDWIN BOROUGH PUBLIC LIBRARY
2nd Thursday of Every Month • 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
BRENTWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY
3rd Thursday of Every Month • 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
ELIZABETH TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING
2nd Tuesday of Every Month • 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   
FORWARD TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING
2nd Tuesday of Every Month • 9:00 a.m. – Noon  
LOWER BURRELL CITY HALL 
2nd Tuesday of Every Month • 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
NORTH BRADDOCK MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
Every Monday • 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
NORTH VERSAILLES TOWNSHIP BUILDING 
Every Wednesday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
TURTLE CREEK BOROUGH BUILDING 
Every Tuesday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
TURTLE CREEK HUMAN SERVICES CENTER CORP.
1st Thursday of Every Month • 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
VANDERGRIFT MUNICIPAL BUILDING  
Every Wednesday & Thursday • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

45th
Senatorial 
District


